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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
+ + + + +

MVEETI NG

IN THE MATTER OF:

WA- ZA- Bl A Entertai nnent | nc;

t/a WA-ZO-BI A ; Show Cause

: Heari ng
618 T Street NW . (St atus)
Retailer CR :

Li cense No. 79306
Case No. 14- AUD- 00022

OCTOBER 1, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control Board net in
t he Al coholic Beverage Control Hearing Room
Reeves Buil di ng, 2000 14th Street N W,
Washi ngton, D.C., Chairperson Ruthanne
MIler, presiding.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
DONALD BROCKS, Menber

NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

HERVAN JONES, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber

HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber
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M5. MLLER Ckay. The next case
is 14- AUD- 00022 WA-ZO-BI A | ocated at 618 T
Street, Northwest. License No. 79306 in
ANC6E

MR. ADAMS: Good norni ng, Madam
Chairman. Walter Adans representing the
District of Col unbia.

M5. MLLER Good norning. |Is
anybody here from WA-ZO BI A? M. Adans, do
you have any indication whether anyone is
com ng from WA- ZO BI A?

MR. ADAMS:  Well, it looks Iike
their status hearing |last week, in which the
matter was rescheduled for this week for
purposes of allowing us to talk about a
prelimnary matter. So seeing that this
establ i shnment has not shown up, | guess we
w Il have to go through the Show Cause day.
But |1've not heard anything else fromthe

est abl i shnment . How s that?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Page 3
M5. MLLER Okay. [It's 10:05

and the hearing was called for 9:30 and
Respondent's not here. So we'll set the
matter for Show Cause Hearing Novenber 12th,
2014 at 10: 00 a. m

VR ADANES: Thank you, Madam
Chai r man.

M5. MLLER  Ckay.

(Wher eupon the hearing concl uded
at 10:05 a.m and was recalled at 11:10
a.m)

M5. MLLER Ckay is this the WA-
ZA- Bl A case?

MR. ADAMS: Yes, it is.

M5. MLLER  OKAY. Case No. 14-
AUD- 00022. Located at 618 T Street,
Nort hwest, License No. 79306. W are
recalling that case. The respondent has
arrived. Late, but is here, correct?

M5. EDOHO  Yes.

M5. MLLER Ckay. And would you

I dentify yoursel f?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. EDOHO | apol ogi ze for being

| ate, everyone. M nane is Ene Edoho. E-D

OHO
M5. MLLER Are you the owner?
M5. EDOHO  No, |'mthe manager.
M5. MLLER  Manager.
M5. EDOHO  Yes.
MR, ADAMS:.  And --
M5. EDOHO And | got a letter
M5. MLLER You have a letter
M5. EDOHO | cane | ast week and

you guys asked ne to bring a letter.
M5. MLLER  Ckay.
M5. EDOHO Who do | give it to?
M5. MLLER CQur staff is going
to cone get it, so you're, you're giving us
a letter that shows that you're authorized
to represent the establishnent?
M5. EDOHO  Yes.
M5. MLLER In this proceeding.
MR. ADAMS: And, Madam Chair, |'m

Wal ter Adans, |'mrepresent the District of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Page 5
Col onbi a.

M5. MLLER Ckay. |'ve just
reviewed the letter and that neets our
standard, so you're authorized to represent
the establishnent today. ay. M. Adans,
Is there a prelimnary matter?

MR. ADAMS: Yes, there is Madam

Chai r man.

M5. MLLER  Ckay.

MR. ADAMS: The first case the
parti es have di scussed case, are willing to

enter, or offer in conprom se, there are
five charges in this case relating to, |
guess really an audit that was done and I,
so the total, the total negotiation, we
woul d |1 ke settle all charges for the anount
of $3,000. And this is how it would break
out, if the Board should approve. For in
ternms of charge of one, which is the
establishnment failing to exhibit that it
qualifies as a restaurant, that it would be

a $3,000 fine. Actually, | take that, |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| et nme take that back. For charge one, the
charge one woul d be dism ssed for the
restaurant being qualifying as a restaurant.
Charge two, pardon nme, for the
establishnent's failure to keep upon the
prem ses its books and records and i nvoi ces,
that that would be a $3,000 fine and for the
further charges, which are charges three,
failure to post their, have appropriate

wi ndow |l ettering, for failure to have a
prem ses sign and failure to have the

m ni num age sign, based upon the statute, we
bel i eve that that should be resolved wth a
mandatory witten warning for charges three
t hrough five. So, again, that would be a
$3,000 fine in which the District would

di sm ss charge one, or charge two be $3, 000,
in this case, this is the establishnment, |
apol ogize, | think it's the second primry
tier offense and for charges three through
five, it wll be a witten warning.

M5. MLLER Ckay. | want to ask

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you if you agree to those offer in

conprom se,

$3, 000 for your books and records,

charge two and you w ||

whi ch is dism ssing charge one,

that's

be i ssued a

mandatory witten warning for charges three,

four and --
MS. EDOHO

t hrough five, |

For charges three

was witten up a mandatory

war ni ng when they canme --

M5. M LLER
M5. EDOHO

and when they cane back

M5. M LLER

M5, EDOHO

M5. M LLER

M5, EDOHO
that part.

M5. M LLER

got a witten warning?

M5. EDOHO
M5. M LLER
VR, ADAMS:

Ri ght.
-- and | corrected it
It was corrected.

Good.

So | don't know if --

kay, soO --

-- sonet hi ng about
kay, so you al ready

Yeah, yeah, we did.
Ckay.

So, if she's received

202-234-4433

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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a witten warning for those three charges,
then | guess that --

M5. EDOHO. They all have been
resol ved now, so.

MR. ADAMS: If | accept that
she's already, well, with subject the
witten warning that she received at that
time covers these sane charges, so, she's, |
apol ogi ze. |If the establishnent stated that
as a result of this investigation, that the
establishnent did receive a witten warning,
then whatever witten warning they received
at that tinme, we wll accept as the witten
war ni ng that covers charges three through
five. So in other words, we're saying that
the witten warning has al ready been
provided. So essentially only the charge
two with this matter woul d be the Board
woul d be | ooking at.

M5. EDOHO. And we al so have
since gotten a POS systemin our

establ i shnent and pl aced all of our

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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docunentation in one place, so that's to
all eviate the other issues that we had.

M5. MLLER Ckay. | just have
two questions for you. The $3,000 has to be
pai d by when?

MR. ADAMS: Sorry, within a seven
day peri od.

M5. MLLER  $3,000 to be paid
W thin seven days.

MR, ADAMS:  Yes.

M5. MLLER O else if not paid
W thin seven days, are you going to be
asking that their |license be suspended or
not --

MR, ADAMS: No. |, I'mnot asking
their license be suspended. Just saying it
has to be paid within seven days. | guess
If that is, it would fail to be paid by that
time, it would be another violation at that
poi nt .

M5. MLLER  Yes.

MR. SHORT: Madam Chai r ?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. MLLER  Yes.

MR. SHORT: Is the |icensee
anmenabl e to having the stipulation of paying
it within a certain period of tine?

MR. ALBERTI: W can't do that
from here.

M5. MLLER I'Ill ask.

MR. ALBERTI: W cannot do that
fromhere. W cannot negotiate fromthe
Dias, |I'msorry.

M5. MLLER | wasn't planning on
doing that. | was just planning on asking
her if she was agreeing to what M. Adans
presented as what that is, the agreenent is.

M5. EDOHO  Yeah, | was told --

M5. MLLER That's what the
agreenment is?

M5. EDOHO That is fine for the
charge two, and the $3,000 fine, we're
willing to pay that.

M5. MLLER Do you agree to

$3,000 paid within --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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M5. EDOHO  Seven days.

M5. MLLER -- seven days.
kay. Ckay. The way | understand the
charge 3, 4, 5 you've already gotten a
witten warning. |s that what you said?

M5. EDOHO  Yeah.

M5. MLLER And they've already
conme back to check to nake sure you're in
conpl i ance?

M5. EDOHO Yes, they've been back
since and those things have all been
corrected. The lettering, the signage and
t he placenent of the |icense.

M5. MLLER Okay. So | would
t hi nk those charges could be di sm ssed.

MR. ADAMS: The District would
offer to dism ss charges three through five.

M5. MLLER Ckay. Al right.
kay. As | understand the offer in
conprom se is to dism ss charges one, three,
four and five. And to have a penalty of

$3,000 to be paid within seven days. kay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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So do you agree to that?

M5. EDOHO  Yes.

M5. MLLER Ckay. Are there any
board questions on that offer of conprom se?
kay, so I'mgoing to nove to approve the
offer in conprom se. Do you want to second?

MR. SI LVERSTEIN. Second.

M5. MLLER M. Silverstein has
second the notion. Conments?

MR. STERN: Yes, I'mgoing to
oppose this offer in conprom se for two
reasons. One, | would |ike to have seen a
commtnent to pay, a stipulation that the
| i cense woul d be suspended if they didn't
pay within the tine frane of seven days, as
required by this offer in conpromse. And
secondly, we have, off the offer in
conprom se includes a dismssal of charge
one, which is failure to operate as a
restaurant. Wien | | ook at their quarterly
reports from 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, |

see that they are on the cusp of non-

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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conpliance. | nean it's al nost 45% for
every quarter and that is the requirenent.
And now we find out that we can't verify
t hat because they don't keep their records.
That is of great concern to ne, and so |
wi Il not accept this offer in conprom se.

M5. MLLER O her comments?
Ckay, there's been a notion then to approve
the offer in conpromse. It's been
seconded. All those in favor say aye.

MEMBERS:. Aye.

M5. MLLER Al those opposed.

MEMBERS: (Qpposed.

M5. MLLER Okay, then the
noti on, um passes by a vote of 4-2-0.
believe would M. Alberti and M. Brooks

di ssenting. GCkay. So that concludes this

case. If you want to take a seat in the
audi ence then we'll get your paperwork to
you.

M5. EDOHO. Thank you.

MR. ADAMS: Thank you, Madam

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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Chai r man.
M5. MLLER Ckay. Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the above hearing was
concluded at 11:21 a.m)
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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